
LOWER MERION LIBRARY SYSTEM 
BEHAVIOR POLICY 

 

 
The Lower Merion Library System welcomes and encourages the use of its libraries.  Library 
facilities are maintained to carry out the library’s informational, educational, recreational and 
cultural mission.  Although that mission includes the library as community gathering place, 
libraries are not alternative domiciles, childcare or health care centers.  Patrons using the library 
in lieu of these services, or others outside the library’s mission, may be asked to leave or referred 
to alternative service providers.  Staff may call upon law enforcement officials to assist patrons 
in finding the services they need.  All library users are asked to assist the staff in maintaining a 
safe environment conducive to study, reading, and the gathering of information by observing the 
following: 
 

 Children under seven years old must be accompanied and supervised by a parent or 
responsible care provider.  Please refer to the Unattended Children Policy for other rules 
regarding children’s use of the library.                       

 Noisy, rowdy, boisterous, and disruptive behavior, including running, fighting and 
roughhousing, are unacceptable.  Individuals or groups may be required to leave. 
 

 Cell phone use should be kept to a minimum with all conversations kept to a quiet level.  
Loud conversations or disruptive ring tones may result in being asked to leave the 
building. 

 

 Shirt and shoes are required. 
 

 Food, beverages, and smoking in the library are prohibited. 
 

 Interfering with another person’s use of the library or with staff’s performance of their 
duties is unacceptable. 

 

 Tables and chairs may not be rearranged.  Unoccupied seats are available to any library 
patron.  Chairs are to be occupied by only one person.  Sitting on tables or placing feet on 
table is prohibited.  Staff may limit the number of persons sitting at a single computer 
workstation. 

 

 Playing of personal audio equipment so that it can be heard by others is prohibited.  
Sound coming from library computers is permitted as long as it does not disturb others. 

 

 Animals assisting library users with disabilities are permitted in the libraries.  Other 
animals may not be brought inside. 

 

 A person may be required to leave the library if his or her personal hygiene interferes 
with the orderly operation of the library or with the ability of other patrons to use and 
enjoy the facility.   

 Misuse of library restrooms is prohibited. 
 

 Destruction or defacement of library materials or property, or any other potentially 
criminal behavior, will be immediately referred to the police. 

 

 Do not leave handbags, wallets, backpacks, laptops, or other personal belongings 
unattended. 

 

 Personal property will not be permitted in the library when, by reason of quantity, or 
design and use, it interferes with staff’s performance of duties or use of the library by 
others. 

 



 Patrons must abide by the Internet, final notice to return materials, bulletin board, 
meeting room, circulation, privacy and other library policies. 

 
Library Staff have the authority to enforce these policies, as stated in Pennsylvania law: 
 
The Library Code, Act of June 14, 1961, P.L. 324, As amended through July 4, 2004. 
 
§ 4415.  Free use of library, rules and regulations 
 
Every library, established and/or maintained under the provisions of this act, shall be free to the 
use of all the residents and taxpayers of the municipality, subject to such reasonable rules and 
regulations as the board of library directors may adopt, and the board may exclude from the use 
of the library any person who willfully violates such rules.  The board may extend the privileges 
of such library to persons residing outside the limits of such municipality upon such terms and 
conditions as the board may prescribe. 
 
Failure to follow these rules can result in expulsion from the library.  If anyone refuses to leave 
the library after being requested to do so by Staff, Staff may contact the Lower Merion Police 
and/or parents. 
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